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Mansi language 


The Mansi languages (previously, Vogul and also Maansi ) are or were spoken by the 
Mansi people in Russia along the Ob River and its tributaries, in the Khanty-Mansi 
Autonomous Okrug, and Sverdlovsk Oblast. Traditionally considered a single language, 
they constitute a branch of the Uralic languages, often considered most closely related 
to the neighbouring Khanty languages and then to Hungarian. According to the 2010 
census, there were 940 Mansi-speaking people in Russia, out of an ethnic population of 
12 thousand. 

The base dialect of the Mansi li terary language is the Sosva dialect, a representative of 
the northern language. The discussion below is based on the standard language. Fixed 
word order is typical in Mansi. Adverbials and participles play an important role in 
sentence construction. A written language was first published in 1868, and the current 
C yrillic alphabet was devised in 1937. 
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Mansi 

MaHbcw naibiij 

Native to 

Russia 

Region 

Khanty-Mansi 

Ethnicity 

12,300 Mansi 
(2010 census)' 1 ! 

Native speakers 940 (2010 
census)' 1 ! 

Language 
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Uralic 

■ Ugric? 
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Dialects 

Southern 


Eastern 


Northern 


Western 

Language codes 
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Varieties 


Mansi is subdivided into four main dialect groups which are to a large degree mutually unintelligible, and therefore best 
considered four languages. A primary split can be set up between the Southern variety and the remainder. A number of features 
are also shared between the Western and Eastern varieties, while certain later sound changes have diffused between Eastern and 
Northern (and are also found in some neighboring dialects of Northern Khanty to the east). 

Individual dialects are known according to the rivers their speakers live(d) on:' 3 ' 
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Dialects of Mansi (and Khanty). 

| | Northern Mansi 

| | Western and Southern Mansi 

j | Eastern Mansi 


-Southern Mansi (Tavdin) (f) 


Core Mansi 


Proto-Mansi 


—Pelym 


-North Vagilsk 


Central Mansi 


Western Mansi (f) _ South Vagi | sk 


—Lower Lozva 

■Middle Lozva 

—Lower Konda 


Eastern Mansi ( Kondin) 


—Middle Konda 
Upper Konda 


—Jukonda 


i—Upper Lozva 


-Sosva 


Northern Mansi 


—Sygva 


Ob 


The sub-dialects given above are those which were still spoken in the late 19th and early 20th century and have been 
documented in linguistic sources on Mansi. Pre-scientific records from the 18th and early 19th centuries exist also of other 
varieties of Western and Southern Mansi, spoken further west: the Tagil , Tura and Chusovaya dialects of Southern^ and the 
Vishera dialect of Western. 


















The two dialects last mentioned were hence spoken on the western slopes of the Urals, where also several early Russian sources 
document Mansi settlements. Placename evidence has been used to suggest Mansi presence reaching still much further west in 
earlier times,' 6 ' though this has been criticized as poorly substantiated.' 7 ' 

Northern Mansi has strong Russian, Komi, Nenets, and Northern Khanty influence, and it forms the base of the literary Mansi 
language. There is no accusative case; that is, both the nominative and accusative roles are unmarked on the noun. */ae/ and */ 
ae : / have been backed to [a] and [a: ]. 

Western Mansi went extinct ca. 2000. It had strong Russian and Komi influences; dialect differences were also considerable.' 8 ' 
Long vowels were diphthongized. 

Eastern Mansi is spoken by 100-200 people. It has Khanty and Tatar influence. There is vowel harmony, and for */ae: / it has 
[oe : ], frequently diphthongized. 

Southern Mansi was recorded from area isolated from the other Mansi varieties. Around 1900 a couple hundred speakers 
existed; in the 1960s it was spoken only by a few elderly speakers,' 8 ' and it has since then gone extinct. It had strong Tatar 
influence and displayed several archaisms such as vowel harmony, retention of lyl (elsewhere merged with */ae/), /tsU 
(elsewhere deaffricated to Is 1 /), /ae : / (elsewhere fronted to /a: / or diphthongized) and /a: / (elsewhere raised to /o: /). 

Phonology 


Mansi consonants' 9 ' 



Labial 

Alveolar 

(Alveolo-) 

Post- 

Velar 


Palatal 

alveolar 

Plain 

Labialized 

Nasals 

Iml 

M 

Ini 

H 

Inil 

Hb 


lt]l 

b 

/r)"/ 

y B 

Stops 

/P/ 

n 

Itl 

T 

IV1 

Tb 


M 

K 

/k w / 

KB 

Affricate 



Its 1 1 1 1 ' 




Fricatives 


Is/ 

/s J / 

/;/ 

Ixl ^ /y/ 

/x w / [3] *y w [4] 



c 

Cb 

LU 

x r 

XB (B) 

Semivowels 



/j/ 



/w/ 




M 



y. b 

Laterals 


/I/ 

/I J/ 






n 

/lb 




Trill 


Irl 







P 






The inventory presented here is a maximal collection of segments found across the Mansi varieties. Some remarks: 

1. /ts'/was only found in Southern Mansi and corresponds to/s' / in the other varieties. 

2. /J7 is absent in most dialects of the Northern and Eastern groups, having merged into Is/. 

3. The voiceless velar fricatives /x/, /x w / are only found in the Northern group and the Lower Konda dialect of the 
Eastern group, resulting from spirantization of *k, *k w adjacent to original back vowels. 

4. According to Honti, a contrast between *w and *y w can be reconstructed, but this does not surface in any of the 
attested varieties. 

5. The labialization contrast among the velars dates back to Proto-Mansi, but was in several varieties strengthened 
by labialization of velars adjacent to rounded vowels. In particular, Proto-Mansi *yK -* Core Mansi *aeK w (a form 
of transphonologization). 

The vowel systems across Mansi show great variety. As typical across the Uralic languages, many more vowel distinctions were 
possible in the initial, stressed syllable than in unstressed ones. Up to 18-19 stressed vowel contrasts may be found in the 
Western and Eastern dialects, while Northern Mansi has a much reduced, largely symmetric system of 8 vowels, though lacking 
short **/e/ and long **/i: /: 


Northern Mansi stressed vowels 


Northern Mansi unstressed 






Unrounded 

Rounded 

Close 

l\l 

bl/n 

lul, lu:l 

y /10 

Mid 

le:l 

lol, lo: / 

o/e 

o/e 

Open 

/a/, la:/ 

a/n 


vowels 1 ® 1 



Full 

Reduced 

Close 

i 

bi/n 


Mid 

Cl) _ 

CD 

0 

Open 

a 

a In 



Alphabet 


The first publication of the written Mansi language was a translation of the Gospel of Matthew published in London in 1868. In 
1932 a version of Latin alphabet was introduced with little success. The former Latin alphabet: 


A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, tj, I, J, K, L, L, M, N, N, D, O, P, R, S, 5, T, J, U, V, Z, b 
In 1937, Cyrillic replaced the Latin. 


A A E 7 ' A 7 f 

/a/ /a: / /b/ g/, /d/ j 

/Y/ 


E 
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>K 
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el j e:/ J o/ 3 / 
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C T 


Ch X 14 M 


LU 

/ 


3 

/z/ 


14 
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l/l l/l l/l K 

/i/ /j;/ /j/ /k/ 

n bl bl b 

/ / / 


/I 

/I/,/ 

A/ 

3 

/ 


M 

/m/ 


3 

/ 


H 

/n/, 

/Ji/ 


Ij O 0 n 

/r)/ /o/ /o:/ /p/ 


K) 10 
/ / 


£ 

/ / 


/p/ /r/ /s/ /t/ /u/ / U '/ /f/ /X/ /ts/ /tT 3/ r/ M . M; , 

J J/ 1/ 1;/ oj/ a~Y/ a~y:/ J u/ j u: / Ja/ j a :/ 

The highlighted letters, and r with the value /g/, are used only in names and loanwords. 


Grammar 


Mansi is an aggluti natin g, subject-object-verb (SOV) language/ 10 ' 


Article 

There are two articles in Mansi: definite am. (afi), which also means "now" when placed before verbs, and indefinite arcs 
(ak w ), literally "one"/ 111 


Nouns 

There is no grammatical gender. Mansi distinguishes between singular, dual and plural number. Six grammatical cases exist. 
Possession is expressed using possessive suffixes , for example -3M, which means "my". 

Grammatical cases, declining 

Example with: nyT /put/ (cauldron) 







case 

sing. 

dual 

plural 

nom. 

nyT 

nyTbir 

nyT3T 

put 

putiy 

putat 

loc. 

nyn 

nyTbin 

nyT3TT 

putt 

putiyt 

putatt 

lat. 

nyTH 

nyTbim 

nyT3TH 

putn 

putiyn 

putatn 

abl. 

nyTH3/i 

nyTbirH3/i 

nyT3TH3/l 

putnal 

putiynal 

putatnal 

trans. 

nyTbir 

putiy 

- 

- 

instr. 

nyT3/i 

nyTbins/i 

nyT3T3/i 

putal 

putiytal 

putatal 


Missing cases can be expressed using postpositions, such as xatiroti (/a Inal, 'of, out of'), cam (sait, 'after, behind'), etc. 


Verbs 

Mansi conjugation has three persons, three numbers, two tenses, and four moods. Active and passive voices exist. 

Intransitive and transitive conjugations are distinguished. This means that there are two possible ways of conjugating a verb. 
When the speaker conjugates in intransitive, the sentence has no concrete object (in this case, the object is nothing or something 
like something, anything ). In the transitive conjugation, there is a concrete object. This feature also exists in the other Ugric 
languages . 

Tenses 

Mansi uses suffixes to express the tense. The tense suffix precedes the personal suffix. 


Tense 

Suffix 

Example 

Present 

-r (lat.l 12 ! -g) 

MnHaryM (lat. minagum -1 am going) 

Past 

-c (lat. -s) 

MnHacyM (minasum -1 went) 


The language has no future tense; the future is expressed in other ways. 

Moods 

There are four moods: indicative, conditional, imperative and precative. 
Indicative mood has no suffix. Imperative mood exists only in the second person. 


Personal suffixes 

The suffixes are the following: 


Person 

Singular 

Dual 

Plural 

1st 

-yM 

-yMeH 

-YB 

2nd 

-3H 

-3H 

-3H 

3rd 

(no suffix) 

-bir 

-3T 


Thus, the conjugation of the verb Mtma (lat. mina [go]), in past tense (remember the suffix -c): 






Person 

Singular 

Dual 

Plural 

1st 

Mi/iHacyM (minasum) 

MHHacyMeH (minasumen) 

MHHacyB (minasuv) 

2nd 

MMHaCSH 

MMHaCSH 

MHHaCSH 

3rd 

Mi/mac 

MHHacbir 

MHHacaT 


Active/Passive voice 

Verbs have active and passive voice. Active voice has no suffix; the suffix to express the passive is -Be-. 

Verbal prefixes 

Verbal prefixes are used to modify the meaning of the verb in both concrete and abstract ways. For example, with the prefix 3ji- 
(el-) (away, off) the verb Mima (mina) (go) becomes 3/iMima (elmina), which means to go away. This is surprisingly close to 
the Hungarian equivalents: el- (away) and menni (to go), where elmenni is to go away 

el(a) - 'forwards, onwards, away' 


jom- 'to go, to stride' 

el-jom- 'to go away/on' 

tinal- 'to sell' 

el-tinal- 'to sell off' 


/ot - 'direction away from something and other nuances of action intensity' 


min- 'to go' 

Xot-min- 'to go away, to stop' 

royt- 'to be frightened' 

Xot-royt- 'to take fright suddenly' 


Numbers 


# 

Northern Mansi 

Hungarian 

1 

a«Ba (ak”a) 

egy 

2 

KMTbir (kitiy) 

ketto 

3 

xypyivi (xu: ram) 

harom 

4 

Hnna (pila) 

negy 

5 

aT (at) 

ot 

6 

xot (xo: t) 

hat 

7 

caT (sa: t) 

het 

8 

HennoB (pollow) 

nyolc 

9 

OHT3/U10B (ontalow) 

kilenc 

10 

uob (low) 

tfz 

20 

xyc (xus) 

husz 

100 

caT (sa:t/janiysa:t) 

szaz 

1000 

coTsp (so:tar) 

ezer 


Numbers 1 and 2 also have attributive forms: am (1) and kht (2); compare with Hungarian ket, Old Hungarian kit). 

Example 

aM xy/i anticbJialjKBe MHHacyM. -1 went fishing (literally "I fish catch went"). 

Notes 
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12. *lat.: With Latin script. 
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External links 


■ Mansi at Omniglot (http://www.omniglot.com/writing/mansi.htm) 

■ Digital version of Munkacsi and Kalman's dictionary (http://www.babe!.gwi.uni-muenchen.de/index.php?abfrage= 
munka&subnavi=edictionary) 

■ Mansi language dictionary (https://web.archive.Org/web/20090802095310/http://www.sever.eduhmao.ru/info/3/5 
729/) 

■ Mansi basic lexicon at the Global Lexicostatistical Database (http://starling.rmet.ru/cgi-bin/response.cgi?root=ne 
wl 00 &morpho= 0 &basename=newl 00 \ura\oug&limit=-l) 

■ Red Book of the Peoples - Mansi history (http://www.eki.ee/books/redbook/mansis.shtml) 

■ Endangered Languages of Indigenous Peoples of Siberia - Mansi education (https://web.archive.org/web/20070 
220090243/http://lingsib. unesco.ru/en/round_table/papers/lalaeva.shtml.htm) 

■ A video showing some of the basics of the Mansi language (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLjMQP_5i60) 
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